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ing that it was the opinion of the Country
Party. I stated clearly that whatever views
I expressed were my own. I thank mem-
bers for the patient hearing they have given
me this evening. There have been no inter-
jeetions and I have had an excellent hear-
ing-. Seriously, though, whatever matters
I have discussed have been brought forwvard
in the honest belief that my information
was correct. I claim the privilege of ex-
pressing my views equally with members onl
the Government side of thle House. Thank
God members opposite cannot g-ag us,
though if they had an opportunity, they
might do so.

The Premier :You take yourself alto-
g ether too seriously.

Mr. THOMSON: I am glad to have lead
the opportunity once more to speak onl the
Address-in-reply.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, debate ad-
jo rn ed.

House adjourned at 9.5 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.R11
p.ml., and read prqnycr..

RESIGNATION Or THE PRESIDENT.

The Clerk read a letter as follows:-
Perth. 4th August 1926. The Clerk of

P~ar!luineints. Lorielat lye Council. parlia menet
loure. Sir, I hive thle honiour to tender my
resignation as president of thle Legis'at-re

-Council and] shall be obliged if con will ill

forn, hone. nmembers accordingly. In ord
that the Council may not be ineonvereie
by tie absece of a President, aled[ also
allow time to s.:eet a suceelssor, this resign
tion will not take effect until the expiratik
of Monday, the 9the inst. I leave the hono.
to be, S'r, Yours faithfully, (signed) E. I
Wittenoone, President.

QUESTIONS-(9) MINING.

Minlers' Phihisis Act-Examinations.

Hon. J1. CORNELL asked !he Honoras
-Minister: 1, On what date did the medic
examination of miners, under the piov
sions of the Miner's Phthisis Act, con
lflnne 2, On what date is it expected the
the initial medical examination of all mine
"'ho come within the scope of the Miner
Phithisis Act will be completedi 3, Is
intended that unprohibited miners who ha'
undergone the initial medical examinatio
land have contintued working- in enetallife
hans mining, shall he subject to furthi
'criodal medical exaeminations; if so,

what stated intervals? 4, What form
smedical examination has any person on
side the scope of the provisions of tb
Miner's Phithisis Act, at its proclamatioi
to undergo before securing emplloyment,c
recomimencing emuploymnent in mietalliferot
mining?

Tihe HONORARY MINISTER replied
1, 14th September, 1925. 2, Approximatel
the end of September. .3, Yes. The que!
tin of the 'periods at which examinatior
wrill he undertaken is now under considers
tion, certain points having to be adjuste
with the Commonwealth Government, an
ill regard to which correspondence is no'
proceeding. A1, The Mlines Regulation At
now requires that no person shall enter an
mine foe' the purl-ose of wvorking therein it

less he shall have submitted himself to
medi,,al practitioner for examination, an
obtained a certificate that be is free fror
tuberculosis.

Aliners' Health, Statistics.

flon. J. CORNELL asked the Honorar
Minister: Are any returns available showv
inz-1. The total number of nmnes medi
tally examnined. on or- before .3001 Juen
1926. tinder the plrovisins of the )lineer'
Phthisis Act? 2, The number of mine
prohibited froem further mining work oln o
count of-(a) tuberculosis complicated 1),
silielosis. fibrosis, or pineunoconiosis; (b
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uncomplicated or pure tuberculosisl 3, The
number of miners found free from tuber-
culosis, but affected with s'ilieosis, fibrosis,
puenumoconiosis, and if miners so affected
have been graded to show the specific degree
of condition, and the number in each degree?
4, If so, Will the Minister lay the informa-
tion on the Table of the House, and if not,
will the Government prepare such a return
and make it available to the House?

The HONORARY MINISTER replica:
1, 3.355. 2, (a) 106, (b) 8. (Three died
hefore notices could he served.) 3, 560.
.Information furnished by the medical officer
at the laboratory wvithi regard to the condi-
tion of the men is treated as c'onfidential.
4, Answered by No. 3.

Compensatiou to tabercular miners.

I-Ion. E. H. HARRIS asked the Honor-
arTinister: 1, Has any regulation beenj

gazetted, or proclaimed since Parliament pro-
rogued in December, 1925, which provided
for payment to workers who have been or-
dered to leave the mines, because the med.-
eal examination disclosed that they were
suffering from tuberculosis? 2, Have these
afficted men any legal claim for compensa-
tion? 39, If not, when is it proposed to pro-
vide security for continued payments to
them on the present scale?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, No regulations are necessary. 2, Yes. 3,
Answered by No. 2.

Cheap power for Kalgoorlie mines.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS (for Hon. H. Sed-
don) asked the Honorary Minister: Will the
Minister lay on the Table of the House the
report of the committee appointed to in..
quire into the proposal to lprovide cheap
power for the Kalgoorlie mines?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
The Committee has not yet furnished its re-
p~ort.

Gold Bonus.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS (for Hon. H. Sed-
don) asked the Honorary 'Minister: Have
the present Government made any represen-
tations to the Federal Government with re-
gard to the payment by the latter of a gold
boinus, or in connection with the motion-
carried by both Houses of Parliament last
session-which reads as follows-iThat as

compensation f or the disabilities suffered by
gol miin through Federal action, this
House is of opinion that the Commonwealth
should assist the industry by the payment
of a gold bonus"?

The HONORARY MIN ISTERt replied:
Yes.

Third Schedule, Proclamation.

Hon. E. H1. HARRIS (for Hon. IH. Sed-
don) asked the Honorary M1inister: 1, What
was the reason for the Government proclaim-
ing that the Third Schedule (industrial
Diseases) of the Workers' Compensation
Act Would operate on certain mines in the
Yilgara Golddield before the mining emn-
ployees had been examined by the Common-
wealth health laboratory staff? 2, Is it the
intention of the Government to proclaim
the Third Schedule operative throughout the
Northern Goidfield, wherc the employees
have all been exanmined? 3, Why the dis-
crimnination in these two instances?9

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:-
1, The Government Were advised by the Lab-
oratory at Kialgoorlie that the examinations
at certain mines in the Yilgarn Gold field
had been completed, which subsequently
transpired was not the case. 2, Yes. 8,
There is no question of discrimination, as
stated in answer to Question 1; the Third
Schedule was prematurely applied to certain
leases consequent on wrong information be-
ing f urnished.

Northampton Lead Miners.

lion. E. H. HARRIS asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, When did the Government, by
proclamnation, provide that workers enm-
ployed in the lead mines in the iYorthamp-
ton mining district, would be proteted by
compensation under the Third Slcdule (In-
dustrial Diseases) of the Workers' Compen-
sation Act? 2, Why was this proclamation
withdrawn and another substituted, which
excluded these miners from the operations of
the Compensation Act?

The HONORARY MjINISTER replied:
1, A proclamation gazetted on 30th Jan-
uary, 1925, provided that, as from 1st
March. 1925, the opera~tion of the Third
Schedule, so far as it related to the diseases
set opposite the words "Mining and quarry-
ing or stone crushing or cutting" should be
limited to the South-West Division of the
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State. 2, After conferences with represen-
tatives of the insurance companies, anti in an
endeavour to meet their desires, it was con-
sidered advisable to exclude: for the time be-
ing, all mines within the State pending tbke
result of the medical examination of miners.
The proclamation giving effect to this latter
arrangewent was gazetted on 27th February,
1925.

Laboratory Certificates to A.W.U. members.
Hon. E. H. H-IARRIS asked the Honorary

Minister: 1, Is there any truth in the state-
ment, published in the "Worker" of 30th
July, 1926, that "the Premier had promised
to make laboratory certificates indicating'
general health conditions available to mem-_
bers. of the A.W.U. on application"? 2,
If true, will he grant this privilege to all
other persons examined at the Kalgoorlie
Commonwealth laboratory?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
I, The Premier promised to see if this were
possible. 2, If the information is ftuished
it will be made available to any person im-
mediately concerned.

Gold Flotation Process.

Run, E. H. HARRIS (for Hon. H. Sed-
don) asked the Honorary Minister: Will the
Minister lay on the Table of the House the
report of the wairk done by the School of
Mlines' research staff in connection with gold
flotation in the Oroya Links gold mine, and
the criticism thereon made by any members
of the staff on the gold mine;?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
The reports are available, and will be pres-
ented to the House to-day. The Mfines De-
partment has no record of any criticism of
the work of the School of Mtines in this con-
nectioni by any members of the staff on the
mines.

QUESTION-UNEMPLOYMENT, NORSE-
MAN-SALMON GUMS.

Attitude of Government.

Hon. R . H-. HARRIS asked the Honorary
Minister: I., Wbho was the officer sent f romn
Perth to Kalgoorlie, on or about the 26th
Jul~y 1926. to engage men to do clearing
work ill the Norsemnan-S1almon Gums dis-
trict? 2, What number of -workers were
then registered as; unemployed with the Kai-
goorlie branch of the Staite Labour Bureau?

3, Why was the unusual procedure adopted
of keeping the Governmen's local officer at
K: algoorlie ignorant of this officer's presence,
and advising the Australian Workers' Union.
and the Trades Hall? 4, Are the Govern-
ment aware that when the unemployed in-
terviewed this officer, the organiser of the
A.W.U. was present and challenged each ap-
plicant to produce his A.W.J. ticket? 6,
Are the Government aware that members of
registered industrial unions who claimed the
right to work were challenged because their
unfionl was not affiliated with the Trades Hall.
and told "if they were not members, of the
A.N. .U., the union representative on the job
would stadd them on the bank"? 6, Are
the Government aware that by these tactics
unemployed unionists were deprived of every
pretence of liberty, and were not only con-
scripted into the A.W.U., but, before being
accepted as members of that union, were
forced] to show a "clearance" certificate from
the union they had, for years, subscribed to?
7, As this work was madle available to relieve
men thrown out of employment by the clos-
ing of the Golden Horseshoe mine, was the
enrolling officer instructed to discriminate
between (a) unionists and non-unionists;
(hi) members of unions affiliated with the
Australian Labour Party; (c) members of
registered industrial unions not affiliated?
8, Is it the policy of the Government to dis-
eriinate between unionists and non-union-
ists 'when selecting men to be employed on
relief work? 9. Is it the policy of the
Government, while giig preference to
unionists, to restrict such preference to
members of unions affiliated with the Aus-
tralia'n Labour Party?

The HO'NORARY MTINISTER replied:
1, 'Mr. Engineer Grace. 2, 100. .3, The ob-
Jective was to relieve unemployment caused
by closing down of "Hrehc mine, and
the readiest means to that end were adopted.
If unorthodox procedure 'was followed, the
unusual circumstances jnstified it. 4, No.
.5, No. 6, No. 7, No. 8 and 9, Answered
by No. 7.

QUESTION-SOUTH PROVINCE ELEC-
TION, PAPERS.

Hon. J. CORNEFL atskod the Honorary
Minister: Will be lay nn the Table of the,
House corresp~ondence, papers. ete., denlinL-
with inquiries made by the Electoral flepart-
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iuent from one C. B. Williams, A.W.U.
organiser, Boulder, antE ox-postal vote officer,
Boulder electorate, relating to his conduct in
taking l3o~tal votes during the recent South
Province election?

The HONORARY MI1NISTER replied:
The correspondence is available, and will be
laie on the Table of the House to-day.

QUESTION-rLOUR SHIPMENTS.

Hon. A. BURVJUJ asked the Honorary
Minister: I., What was the quantity of flour
,hipped ex Fremantle front 1st July, 1024
to :30th June, 1925? 2, What was the quan-
city of flour shipped cx Fr'emantle from 1st
July, 1025, to 30th June, 1026? 3, WVhat
was the quantity of flour shipped ex Bun-
bu~ry during, the same periods? 4, What was
the quantity of flour shipped ex Albany dur-
ing the same periods;? 5, Whatt was the
quantity of flour shipped ex Geraldton dur-
ing tile same periods?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
1, 11,397,152 rentals, 2, 1,548,29S centals.
-3, Nil. 4. Nil. .5, 1924-2.5, 101,034 centals;
1925-26, S8,291 centals.

BILL-LEGITIMATION ACT AMVEND-
MENT.

Introduced by Ron. J. Nicholson and read
a first time.

BILL-STPPLY (No. 1) £1,913,500.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
3T. W. Hickey-Central) [4.40]: 1 move-

That so mucih of the Standing Orders be
Suspended as is necessary to enable the Sup-
ply. Bill to pass through n1il stages at this
sitting.

Question put and passed.

Second Reading.
THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.

J. W. Hickey-Central) [4.421 in moving
the second reading said: This is the ordin-
ary, Bill that is introduced at the beginning
of the session. It gives authority for two
months Supply, namely, £8S50,000 from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, £750,000 from
the General Loan Fund, £10,500 from the
Government Property Sales Fund, £3,000
from the Land Improvement Loan Fund,

tiid £:300,000 from the Treasurer's Advance,
a total of £1,913,500. This is based on one-
sixth of last year's expenditure. This year's
Estimates aire now in course of preparation,
and it is intended by the Treasurer to pre-
Sent theM at an early date. The results of
last year's operations were much as were an-
ticipated by the Treasurer when he presented
his Budget. While the revenue wats slightly
below the estimate, the expenditure also
was kept below the estimate, thus com-
pensating for the slight reduction in
revenue. The result of the year's, opera-
tions would have been much better but
for the failing off in the estimated
receipts from the railways. This was pirin-
cipally due to the harvest proving below ex-
pectations. Country members will readily
appreciate that fact. It has to be remem-
bered. also that the British seamen's strike
had a serious effect upon the finances. Both
the Fremantle Harbour Trust and the Bun-
bury Harbour Board returns were below'
those of the previous year because of that
strike. The railway returns were also af-
fected by the strike because the wheat could
not be shipped away from the ports. The
failing off of revenue in these directions was
offset by increases under the headings of
incomne tax and dividend duties. The income
tax collections exceeded the estimate by £66,-
000 and those derived from dividend duty by
£15,000. No f resh taxation was imposed, but
the receipts on account of stamp duty were
also greater than was anticipated, the ex-
cess amiounting to £17,000.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You will be able to
reduce the stamp tax now.

The HONORARY -MINISTER: That is
a matter for future reference. Except for
the returns onl account of railways and bar-
hours, the revenue on the whole was buoy-
ant, despite what has been suggested to the
contrary. The prospects for the future are
promising and if the present season proves
satisfactory, the position should be So Much
better for the current financial year. At the
present time the seasonal prospects are good.
The expenditure, although below the esti-
mate, was £467,463 greater than in the pre-
vious year. Of that increase, interest ac-
counted for £200,000, the railways for.£1,58,-
000, and] increasecs in payments to the police
for £22,000. There were increases in many
other directions, hut the amounts involved
were not large. Both revenue and expendi-
ture are now reaching large figures. I would
like to emphasise the fact that a great por-
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tion of the increase was expended in connee-
tion with public utilities and not on ordinary
Government functions. The total expendi-
ture last year was £8,907,308, of which the
public utilities directly accounted for £3,-
288,683. Of the balance, £E6,618,625, inter-
est and sinking fund on the capital invested
in the undlertakings amounted to approxi-
mately £1,000,000, leaving a balance of £4,
018,62.5. This left a little over £4,000,000
as expenditure on interest and sinking fund
on the balance of the public debt, £1,689,-
229; payments tinder other special Acts,
£204,045; ahd the cost of ordinary govern-
menit, £2,026,351, these figures making a total
of £C4,018,625. On the same basis the net re-
venue for the purpose of ordinary gobvern-
mental functions would be: gross revenue,
£8,808,166, less public utilities and trading
concerns, £4,788,35 4, or a total of £4,019,-
812. This amount is slightly greater than
the expenditure. Consequently it may be
claimed that had the public utilities experi-
enced a favourable year, there would have
been a surplus. It is generally admitted that
the last year was not a favourable one for
ouir public utilities, and owing to the speciat
circumstances that militated against success-
ful operatlions, the results were as good as
could be expected. Generally speaking, the
results of the financial year have been fairly
successful. I move-

That the Dill lbe now read a second time.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.52]: :1 would not like the Bill to he passed
without some comment, because it involves
our acquiescence in the granting of Supply,
amounting- to a very considerable figure. It
is recognised that at this period of the year
a Supply Bill is necessary. While the Hon-
orary M inister has presented to us a sheaf
of limruires particularly difficult for hon. mem-
bers to follow, his statement lacked some in-
formation that I have always contended
should he presented to the House. We should
have had some information as to the Par-
poses, g1enerally speaking. for which the
money is to he expenried. 1 do not sa 'y that
the Government should specify with accuracy
the particulars regareinz all the amounts in-
vol ved. lImrt we could have information that
would tell us generally what is to be clone
with the money' . For instance, we are asked
to apply out of Consolidated Revenue the
sum of £850,000. What is the purnose for
whielh that money is required? The Hen-
ora9rv Minister could have ziven us g eneral
information under that heading., but that in-

formation was lacking. H-eads of depart-
mnents must know the works that are in hand
and for which the money ;s required. If I
were connected with a big business concern
I would require such information before I
agreed to the expenditure of money. Then
again, we are asked to vote £E750,0,00 out of
the General Loan Fund. Surely the Gov-
ernment know in which directions that
money is to be ap~plied.

lion. C'. F. Baxter: The greater portion of
it wvill have been spent by now.

Hon. .1. 111. Macrlane: All the more rea-
son for obtaining some information.

Hon. J1. NICHOLSON: That will make it
all tile easier for the Government to give us
the information I1 suggest. We are entitled
to receive that information. In the last pub-
lished financial statement relating to the op-
erations for Julyv there was a deficit disclosed
-[. am speaking from memory-of £232,000.
The Premier mentioned in the Legislative
Assembly that £350,000 had been received
from the Commonwealth Government follow-
ing on the report of the Disabilities Conmnis-
.ion. The Premier also stated that the money
was in hand and had not yet been exlpenderL
Will the Honorary Minister state whether
that money- has been taken into aecountV
Not a word has been said about that, al-
though I followed the 'Minister closely, hop-
ing- to receive some information. Then there
was; the announcement that the Federal Gov-
erment had offered the State £300,000 odd
per year for five years. I do not know
whethler any portionm of that money has been
received. All this is necessary information
that we should receive before authorising the
pas~age of the Supply Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seconi' time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair: the
Honorar' Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-ag-reed to.

Clause 2 -Sums available for purposes
voted b y the Legislative Assembly:

Hon. A'. HA'MERSLEY: I had hoped
that the Honorary Minister would have suip-
plied some of the information sought by Mr.
Nicholson. I was told recently that some of
the funds made available by the Federal
Government for main rends had been spent,
work having been started in some instances
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anid suhsequiently' stopped. The reason, I
understand, wvas that the funeds available had
run o11t. it is just possible that the moneys
voted heave already been expended. If that
is so, we ought to have sonic information on
the subject; we should know whether the
money for the roads is included in the
.amounts that are before us, and whether
those amounts have been exhausted, and
what chance there is of the work being con-
tinued from the funds we ire now voting,
and also whether fresh grants are expected
from the Conmmonwealth. ft is not economy
to keep bodies of men icle along the main
roads-idle while fresh funds are arriving
from some SOUrC or other, be it from our
owvn revenue or from thle revenue of the
Commonwealth. It is wasteful expenditure
to start undertakings of this kind, stop them
and then re-start them.

The IION'ORARY MINISTER : While the
Bill is the usual measure that comes before
us to provide Supply, hion. members are en-
titled to seek information. The Government
are keen about the roads policy and those of
is wv" take :in interer~t in public affairs
know thant the Stale Government entered
into a comanact with the Federal Govern-
ment in the direction of ceiling funds for
roadl const-iiion. Anticipating those funds,
the Government now have certain obligations
which they willt honour. I agree that to stop
a job after hanving- startet. it is economically
wronz. bitl there may he cir'uistanees under
which an undertaking may- hiav-e to lie
stopped. The position iii regard to road
construction is wriappedl ol) in negotiations
between thle two Clovernments. I think I
can sayv that the road hoard conference
sifting in Perth at the present time is co-
operating wiih the Minister for Works, who
rialises thle po~itioll. I appreciate what. the
lion. member has said and I admit that what
he stated miay' have occurred. [ assure him,
however. that whatev-er work has been comn-
ineneed will be continued] sooner or later
irresper-tive of' whatever attitude may be
adopted by, the Feeral Gov-erment.

C'la use pt and passed.

Clniwec 2, Preamble, Title-agreed to.

B ill reported without amendment and the
riport adlopted.

Yhirdl Pending.

Read a third time Ondl passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

F.ourth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. G. POTTER (West) [5.8]: Fromt

day to day during the sittings of this Chain-
her there is recorded in the pages of "Ran-

sard" what will ultimately become the hi-

tory of: the Legislative Council, and if those

"-ho in thle years to come read that history
one outstandingl fact will he demonstrated
in respect of the present debate on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, and as in all probability I

shall be thle last member to make anything
in the nature of a speech on the Address-in-
reply under your Presidency, 1 cannot but
refer to the great regret that members of
Lhe Chamber must have felt when they heard

read the letter conveying your resignation.
1 am sure, however, that we may lay this
unction to ourselves that the resignation is

only from you, Sir, as President, and not
as a member of the House. We are glad

to kno"' that you wvill take your place on

the floor of the House where we shall hear

your sparkling wit addressed in another dir-
ection. When one considers the various sub-
jects that are mentioned in the Governor'.,
Speech. I am not altogether surprised that

you are resuimig., Your place on the floor of
tile House, where it %-ill be possible for you
to doi more for your constituents than you

can expelct to do from the Presidential
Chair. With your departure fromt the Presi-
dential Chair there synebronises on this par-

ticular occasion the presence of quite a num-
her of newv members. I feel almost Sony
that those new members have not had the

privilege that I have enjoyed for a year or
rwo of sitting uinder your Presidency. I
am quite sure that the newv members ;vdll be
accorded by the next President, whoever he

may be, exactly the same amount of for-

bearance and assistance that you have at all

times been pleased to extend to other mein-
bers. In addressing myself to the subject of
the motion I do not think it really calls for

anything in the nature of an extended
speech, because after all, if thle Speech that
wvas prepared for His Excellency is consid-
ered in all its merits, there is really very
little to talk about, because it is usually the

conception that the Governor's Sl'eech
amounts to a recapitulation of %yhat the Gov-
esment bac done and details in some way
the intentions of the Government. For in-
"tanie ander the thiane clauses we find
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that the Government takes to itself a great
amiount of credit for the existing financial
position because the deficit was not more
than it proved to be onl the 30th June. F'ronm
lime to time from the Treasury bench in
another place, andt from thle supporters of
the Government in this Chamber, we have
had volleys, and thunders of volleys against
past administrat ions for not making ends
meet And not wiping away the deficit. But
what ew ire find nowl Given most fortuit-
ouis cirrunstanees. given most extraordinary
assistance from outside the borders of the
State, the Government have not been able
to make a better showing. When we come
to evamine the position we find it is not
really the Government that are respons-
ible for the alleged improvement. The
people the responsible for the improve-
mnent, the people developing our primary
industries in the country, and the 'Y are the
people who, the representatives of the Go-
ernmeant moving- the Address-in-reply on time
day of the opening of Parliament, say
shiould he saddled with thle same ineuhus
that the Trades Hall has inflicted upon our
secondary industries. Instead of giving to
the primary producers the right to work wit
their own salvation, the desire is to hiedg-e
them round with artificial mjeans and to
place artificial bounds upon the products of
thle land. It is all very well to say that a
certain wage shall be paid, but unless the
industry is capable of paying that wage.
then it must g01o to the wall. Whilst artifici-
ally, through the tariff, we can continue with
our secondary industries to a certain ex-
tent, the burden must be upon the primary
producers who sell in the world's markets
over which wve, as, well as every other noun-
try , have not control. Therefore I think
that ainy Government should be very careful
in taking to itself any praise for the
improvement in the financial position.
But it is well to know that an upward
tendency exists. While the present Ad-
ministration admit that there is an improve-
ment and arrogate to themselves the credit
for that improvement, T maintain that the
people responsible for the improvement are
those engaged in our primary industries.-
WVho was it placed those people in the
primary industricaf In years gone by th e
party now occupying the Treasury bench
-were hostile to any land settlement that
was goinz to cost money. On their part
there was no sympathy with anyone who
advocated the development of land. At

that time land development was not a con-
ception of the Labour Party. It is pleasing
to know, however, that the Labour Party
have advanced so far as to take a leaf out
of the book of those who may he termed
their political opponents. I-ad it not been
for the energetic land development policy
of the last two Administrations, tile exist-
ing position would niot have been created.
Here may I express my opinion that it is
a great pity the administration of the
country should be interrupted every three
years by a genera] election. I would far
rather see thle term of Parliament five yeari
than three.

I-on. J. R. Brown: M1-ake it for ever.
Hou. G. POTTER: We find that thle first

session of Parliament merely amounts to a
statement of what Parliament intends to do.
The second session of Parliament is the real
business session. Thle third session really
amounts to geting ready for the next
general election. The suggestion that- Par-
liamnent should continue for five years in-
stead of three is well worth exploring.
With a term of five years the Government,
whatever their political complexion miight
be, wo:'ld hie given an opportuiiitv' of
proving whether their policy is soilnd or
otherwise.

Hot). 3. R. Brown I f you wvill vote
Labour next time, you will get a terml of
six years.

I-on. 3. POTTER: I am indeed pleased
to have advice from the lion, member inter-
jecting, bitt I think lie is crediting me with
more imagination than I possess. The
present Governmient are pleased with the
position which exists, but had the Mitchell
Government, or fin Administration repre-
senting what the Mitchell Ministry and its
supporters stood for, been left in possession
of the reins of government, the position
would have been improved inimenseir be-
yond what it actually is. There was a
change of Government, and we found really
unconstitutional methods being adopted
dieig thle past two years. Those uncon-
stitutional methods have been adopted for
the purpose of giving effect to certain
planks of the Labour Party's platform. I
do not blame the Labour Part 'y for puttingl
into effect any plank of their platform, bur
it should be done in a constitutional man-
ner. 1. do not blame the rLabour Party for,
I will not say, gulling the electors, or for
inveigling thenm to vote in a certain dire-
tion. Hut when the Labour Government
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find that they are not returned to the
Treasury bench by a majority vote of the
whole of the electors of 'Western Australia,
they should hesitate to do many of the acts
they are doing. I do not propose to ex-
plore in detail those several acts, because
other opportunities for doing so will
present themselves when various Bills come
along from another place. The presewi
Government are in the fortunate position
of having, for the purposes of the develop-
ment of Western Australia, a grant of over
£300,000 made as a free gift to the West-
ern Australian Treasury. Thoug-h I call
it a gift, I consider it a gift well merited
by: Western Austral ia's political disabili -
ties. It is a grievous disappointment to
find in the Povernor's Speech no reference
to the manner in which that amount of
mon01ey is to be expended. There are many
qtinrtei- eryirg for assistance. Of this
fact we had an illuminating illustration
from Albany. However, there is one par-
ticular industry which certainly should be
considered in the disposition of the grant--
the gold mining indnstry. The Common-
weal th Govern mentI should make special
provision for that industry. Though there
are people who say that bonuses represent
an uncconcii and unscientific proposition,
still bonuses appear to be the fetish of the
Federal Government, and if bonuses are
going to be distributed we should not stand
aside with an academic aloofness, refusinuw
to accept them. In face of thme figures.
which were published a few (lays ag,,o and
enunciated by MUr. Nicholson last night, we
should pay attention to the question of a
bonus for the goidmining industry. It may
seem strange to hon. memhers that I should'
mention goidmining, since I do not repre-
sent a mining province; bitt I have the con-
ception that the goldmining industry has
meant so much to the development of Wes&'-
emn Australia, and may mean so much more
to that development, that it behoves the
House as a whole to support goldfields
members in claimingq a bonus for the in-
dustri-v. Had it not been for its gold mines.
Western AiuStralial would not have been on
the map as it is now. I regret that the
Commonwealth G4overnment have not seen
their war to give effect to the findinzs and
recommendations of the -Federal Disabili-
ties Roy' al Commission. The personnel of
that Commission was wholly impartial. No
one could maintain that by virtue of its
personnel the Commission was unduly

sympathetic towards Western Australia.
When the Commissioners held their sittingsi
iu Perth, the evidence was placed before
them iii a calm and dispassionate manner.
Their report went to those responsible for
their appointment, and it is regrettable
that their findin-s and recommendation,;
have not been put into effect, It is stated
that much propaganda work is now being
done for the proposition that the Common-
wealth should take over all that portion of
Western Australia north of the 26th pa-
allel of south latitude. I should he very
sorry indeed to see the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment place their tentacles over that
valuable piece of Western Australia. Much
rather would I see a scheme wovrked out for
the establishment of something in tho
naturp of a. chartered Pompany, of the kind
that developed Rhodesia. T do not wish to
-see our North-West become the plaything
for years to come of Federal politicians .
Wes tern Australia would he robbed of por-
tion of its rightful inheritance if the Corn-
mnonwealth Glovernment were g-ranted auth-
ority to take over all that tract of country.
J si looking, forward, MT. President, to
hearing1 in the near future your views oni
that question.

Mfember: Sir James Mitchell says the North-
West is worth a hundred millions sterling.

Hon. G. POTTER: It is hardly possible
to estimate the value of that enormous tract
of country. Let us not give it away; let us
develop it as Rhodesia has been developed.
Rhodesia is to-day one of the most valuable
tracts of country in the world. If the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia do not care
to a~ccept the responsibility of finding the
necessary money, and of administering the
enormous funds which are reqluired for the
develop meat of the North-West, then some-
thing in the nature of a cflartered companLy
would at least do something with that tract
of country, and do it speedily. Time is the
essence of this particular contract. Those
emlpty spaces are a menace to IWestern Aus-
tralia, to Australia, and to the British Em-
pire. We now have extremely able Men re-
presenting us at the hub of Empire, and the
Prime MKinisters of the Empire meet from
time to time, and the British Empire as a
whole has now a fult appreciation of the
necessity for the development of the outposts
of Empire; and therefore now is the time to
press for a speedy development of our
North-West. Although I hope that the work
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will he done under the aegis of a Western which the Government might lend a sympa-
Australiant administrator, I consider that if
the Western Australia,, Government do not
feel themselves equal to developing that ter-
ritory under State auspices, we should dele-
gate thle task to something in the nature of
a chartered company under such safegutds
as wvill ensure that the citizens of Western
Australia shall not be deprived of their
rights. As regards land settlement, the pas-
toral industry, aind wheat production and
mixed farming, it is my fervent hope that
gooad seasons w~ilI continue to bless the
efforts of tile lpeople who are so manfully
and strenuously carving out the destiny of
Western Australia, and adding to Western
Australia that amount of security wvhich
stands us in such good stead when going
upon the London market for money. As to
gr oup settlement, my only hope is that the
Government will continue to p)ress onl that
form of settlement. Under the new mig-ra-
tion agreement the Government have a great
opportunity, by virtue of the extension of
the limitations, if one may use the term,
permitting the purchase of privately owned
estates. Undoubtedlyv there are available for
purchase many large estates which would
answer admirably for the purposes of group
settlement, In such circumstances much of
the present drudgery would be eliminated,
and the group settler would proceed with
greater heart. Still, the group settler now
is undoubtedly making good, and it is my
firm opinion that the system itself is sound,
and that the p)eople who are the creatures of
the system are sound in heart too. I sometimes
hear people lament that n certain number
have left the groups. I would not worry
about that. If half the men were to leave,
it wvould make no difference, provided there
were others to take their places. If a man
finds he is not fitted for the work, the
quicker he gets out the better; and if he
comp~lains about the conditions obtaining in
Western Australia, the quicker he leaves the
State the better. Provided others step in to
carry onl the security of the Government, it
does not matter howv often thme settlers imy
change.

Hon. J. Cornell: Like the Israelites, they
my miot be able to get out of their bondage.

Hon. G. POTTER: There is no trouble
about that. If any' of the group settlers do
not carry their responsibilities and meet
their contracts with the Government, they
will be promptly removed. One matter to

thetic ear is the limitation of earnings by
the group settlers. It wvould be a pity if the
grouzp settlers were confinued in the opinion
that the money they get for improvements
represents wages; for it wvould then convey
to them that they are working for the Gov-
ermnent, instead of for themselves. What
should be impressed onl the group settler is
that he is working for himself. Tile Gov-
ernment can best clear the group settlement
atmosphere by not limiting the amount of
the so-called earnings, by not limiting fte
value by which the settler can improve the
Government security. As suggested here
yesterday, the money over and above a cer-
tamn figure should be put into a trust fund,
to remain to the credit of the group. Then
the settler wvould have every incentive, not
only to wvork harder, jut to stay and see the
fruits of his labour. Possibly Mr. Manlun wvill
tell us something of the aspirations of the
group settler in that respect. I am glad such
strides have been made in the establishment
of the agricultural college. As to the ap-
pointmlent of the controller and the technical
staff, I think the best thing- we can do now
is to drop all criticism and confine ourselves
to doing all we can to assist the functions of
the college. For this reason: for many years
farming has been looked upon as something
that one call take up after everything else
has failed. In point of fact, it is one of the
most scientific industries in the world. To be
a real farmer one would succeed best if he
were a veterinary surgeon, a botanist and a
scientist, all rolled into one. The farmer
with the greatest knowledge of science will
achieve the greatest success in fanning.

Ron. J. Cornell: It all wvould not be worth
tuppence to him if he had not optimisma also.

Ron. C. F. Baxter: And the necessary
capital.

Hon. G. POTTER: Fortunately, we have
the Agricultural Bank, which lends a great
deal of financial assistance, and we also nave
for further assistance the Associated Banks,
at least one of which is very wisely governed.
It is desirable that our experimental farms
should be widely scattered throughout the
State. One does not need be a practical far-
mner to realise that an experimental farm at,
say, Merredin is not sufficient for the whole
of the State.

Hon. A. Burvill: We haven't one at all in
the South-West.

Hon. G. POTTER: The South-West is in
process of development, and with the care
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lavished upon the holdings down there, each
becomes an experimental farm in itself. In-
cidentally, I have always understood that in
the South-West dairying was quite beyond
the experimental stage and was fully as-
sured. As I say, experimental farms should
be scattered throughout the State so that
local condlitions can be exploited, and those
with money to invest encouraged to do so
with the lesser risk of failure. 1 notice that a
considerable sumn, £C205,000, is being, spent on
drainage in the vicinity of Busselton. 1 am
g-lad to learn that, and I hope it will be
attended with greatest succaess. The miention
of' drainage calls to mind a speech made by
the 'Minister for Works regarding a portion
of' thc. West Province, incidentally within his
own e'lctorate. When the present Govern-
nierit reached the Treasury we were told that
a search of the g-reat chest revealed that it
was emrtpy. All sorts of works were held up
pending the provision of money, because the
Mitchell Government had taken everything
out of the safe. However, by a further
search the M1inister for Works discovered
£1,000 set apart by the previous Govern-
mneat for drainage in the Bibs-a Lake and
Coogee districts. The M1inister was quite in-
dignant. that the money should have been
left in the safe unexpended. I hope that
when the Leader of the House replies to the
debate, lie will inform the House whether
that £1,000 has yet been expended in the
direction indicated, and if so, with what re-
sults. The question of draining that district
has been discussed for a number of years,
and it is time we had a proper understand-
ing as to whether it can hie economically
drained. As to the provision for forestry,
we have in the West Province large areas of
land vested in the University. It will he re-
inembered that on a previous occasion I re-
ferred to the great incubus those university
endowment lands are on the district. They
are most favouralylI situated, with roads
running right through them, yet there are no
means of taxing those lands, and in conse-
quence the people so unfortunate as to he in
juxtaposition to those lands have to pay
double taxation for the maintenance of the
roads, It has been said by the University
Senate that they can sell the land, but that
it would require a special Act of Parliament.
I am sure that application for such an Act
would not he refused. But again, the 'Uni-
versity Senate has said that it would he
unwise to sell any of their endowments. If
that is all that is preventing the sale, the

University Senate ought to give to the ques-
tion of selling those lands the same consider-
ation as, I understand, has recently been
gi ven to the selling of a very mnuch more
valuable endowment, namely, the Univer-
sity's share in the "West Australian" news-
paper. I believe that uinder the will. of the
late Sir Winthrop Hackett, the University
have inherited the major share in the "West
Australian" and I understand also the Uni-
versity are p)repnred to sell that share. If
they are prepared to part with that form of
endowment, will thiey not part with the eu-
dowment lands. sprinkled throughout the
West Province? They could easily invest
the resultant money in the same way as they
propose to invest the huge sum they will get
for . their share in the "West Australian"
newspaper. Moreover, if they will but
sell those lands, they will be doing
something, not only for themselves, but
in justice to the people who at pre-
sent are being fleeced for road board
-rates for the maintenance of roads of
which they make but little use. It is gratify-
ing to have the prospect of a marked im-
provemrent in roads generally throughout the
State. It means, of course, that the State
Government will have to find a considerable
sum of money in order to secure the Federal
grant, but I hope the State Government
will endeavour to clnim every penny
the Commonwealth Government are pre-
pared to make available for the purpose
of road building in Western Australia.
By so doing they will be assisting primary
production and] the development of the
State, and I am satisfied the money -will lie
returned in Lull measure to the coffers of
the Treasury. I was greatly interested in

r.Ewing's references to our harbours.
1 amn not one of those who say there is only
one harbour in Western Australia. The
more harbours we have, the better it w~ill
be for the State and the more rapidly the
hintkrland will be developed. But wve must
have harbours in the first place, because it
is ijimpossible to expect the geat ocean
steamers to use other p~orts of call unless
adequate facilities are provided for them.
I hope the Government will do all in their
power to ensure the provision of adequate
facilities at Bunburii. Busselton, Albany,
and Esperance, and if they do so, their
work will be well rewarded. We have a
harhour at Fremantle, but we hear little
about it because the people of Fremantle
are much too busy to talk about it.
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Hon. IV. T. Olasheen. I*t is easier to smtell likely to be fulfilled by the installation of a

Hon. G. POTTER: Yes, particularly when
the fruit is arriving from Bridgetown. Be-
ference is made in the Speech to the wvork
of reconstructing Victoria Quay. I have
seen the commodious buildings being erected
there, but T regret that no provision is being
made for refrigerator space. Frnitgrowers
are labouring uinder great disabilities
through loek of this accomnmodation, be-
cause the fruit is shipped during the hottest
season of the year. On many occasions it
is necessary to transport the fruit in opent
lorries during the hecat of the day, and the
fruit consequently suffers. Sometimes con-
signments are shut out by the steamers.
Space may be available for a certain num-
ber of eases fromt Fremantle, but Eastern
State shippers sometimes book up the whole
of the space rather than have f le chambers
opened at Fremantle. This is due to our
fruit not reaching the ship in proper condi-
tion owing to the absence of refrigerator
space on the wharf.

Hion. J. Nicholson: Would refrigerator
ears overcome the diflicultyl

H~on. G. POTTER: No;-the fruit has to
be p~assed through the sheds which, in sunm-
mer time, become almost as hot as ovens.
The only provision made by the railways in
the shape of special ears is the louvred van,
but by the time the fruit is transferred to
the steamer it is not within one degree of
the requisite temperature.

Hon. 3. Nicholson: Has there been any
complaint on the part of fruitgrowers about
the arrangements at Fremantlel

lion. G. POTTER: Yes, there has been
continual complaint.

Ilon. E. H. Harris: Are the fruitgrowers
always whining?

Hon. G. POTTER: The fruitgrowers do
not belong to the particular district which
produces that clement. I do not propose to
speak at length on our railways. Certain
excuses have been advanced for the unfar-
ourable railway returns during the past
year. Here we have some of the chickens
coining home to roost. I.t is necessary to
look outside the department for the cause
of the adverse balance. When, by Minis-
terial act, nearly £100,000 is paid away, it
is ncessary to h~e temperate in our criticism
of the administration of the Commissioner
of Railways. I am pleased that at last the
aspirations of people in the South-West are

power scheme at Collie. It must be par-
ticularly gratifying to Air. Ewing that a
scheme for which he has worked for years
is now about to reachi fruition. I look for-
ward to the time when the whole of the
electrical power required in the metropolitan
area wvill be supplied from Collie. Thio
would make for cheaper power, and cheaper
power will do more than anything else to
foster the development of our industries.
It is satisfactory to note that the work of
the Arbitration Court has been speeded up.
MemIbers of this House were criticised most
caustically for having insisted upon a presi-
dent having the qualifications of a judge of
the Supreme Court, and we were warned
that many dire calamities would result. A
majority of members, however, pinned their
faith to a lpresident having such qualifico
tions, and experience has borne out the 'vis-
dam of their decision. The appointment of
iMr. Walter Dwyer as president of the Court
shows that this Chamber was not biassed in
the stand that it took. Seeing that Mr.
Dwyer head been prominent in the Labour
movement, T trust that those unions which
appear before him will accept his advice
and carry out the awards for which he is
niain)ly responsible. I shall not refer to the
several Bills indicated in the Speech be-
cause we do not yet know what form they
will take. I sup port the motion.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Harris, debate
adjourned.

RESIGNATION OF THE PRESIDENT.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. W. Hickey-Central) [5.57]: Before I
move the adjournment of the House permit
me to say a few words regarding the letter
read by the Clerk this afternoon intimatin~g
your intention. )1r. President. to resign from
that position. *I am sure I am voicing the
opinion of every member when I say that
your decision has been received with extreme
regret, and doubtless many regrets are felt
by you at severing your connection wvith that
high oftipe. Since [ have been a member of
rhin Hiouse I have always entertained A
kindly feeling towards you. Those of us
who have been interested in the northern
portion of the State for many years renmein-
her you as one who niade his mark in life
by dint of hard work, and "ho became some-
what affluent only as the result of unsparing
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effort. For nmnny years you have taken an
active part in thle public life of the State,
and have consistently: and conscientiously
carried out the multifarious dirties that it
has demanded of you. Fially you assumed
the office of President of the Council, which
represented the greatest honour it Was pos-
sible for the House to confer upon yon. Now
that you have seen fit to dissociate yourself
somewhat from the burly-burly of 'political
life, we can only express our regret and
the hope that yout will always cherish mem-
ories of your long and honourable associa-
tion with the Parliament of this State, I
hope you will remember in your happy
moments that we shall ever recall your tein
of office iii this Chamber wit-h kindly feel-
ings. There were times when it was perhaps
incumbent Upon You to call tome recalcitrant
meniber to order4. We have accepted these
little rebuffs in the spirit in which they were
given. You have been able to correct us
%%ithout any jarring note, and this has been
greatly appreciated. We offer you our
headiest appreciation for the work you have
done in this Chamber. I regret that the
Chief Secretary is not here, for he could
express the feelings of' the House far better
than I eon. As the repres4entative of the
Government in this Chainber allow me to
convey to you the hearty appreciation of
Ministers for your administrative efforts in
the past. Your tact and understanding have
always been a marked feature of your re-
ginie. You hare had a long- associat ion with
thle public life of this State. At the end of
your career you were elected to the high
position of President of the Council. You
hav-e carried out these dutties not only with
cretit to yourself. but with distinct advant-
age to the Stale and Parliament. One of
your dominant characteristics has been that
you have much of the milk of human kind-
ness running in you, and you have been ever
ready to appreciate the oilier fellow's point
of view. 'When he has departed from the
beaten track You have made allowances, and
wre have appreciated your tact in that re-
spect. Your natural abilities and kindly
sentiments have greatly contributed to the
great success you have achieved. I hope
otlier members will sup port my remarks.

HOW. J. W. KIRWAN (South) [6.5]: .1
support the remarks of the Honorary Min
ister. Every member of this Chamber ap-
preciates not only the great sen-ices you
have rendered during the years; yo hv
occupied the Presieential Chair in this

Chamber, but the great services you have
rendered to your native State during a long
and honourable career of public life. Our
retiring President is one of that fast disap-
pearing school of piblie men, who entered
the service of the people animated by a (le-
sire only to render public service, men who
have done i great deal towards the advance-
ment of Western Australia during the past
years of stress and rlirneulty, It was in
1S83, some 43 years ago, that you, as a
young mian in the twenties, first became a
menmber ci' the I evislative Council of West-
ern Australia. During the years that fol-
iowcd you had charge of many public de-
partments as a Minister. Furthermore, you
acted on more than one occasion ais Deputy
Premier of this State. For many years, as
reprcsentati'e of the State in London, you
rendered vcry useful services to Western
Au~stralia. At the expiration of that term
y'ou did not 'Succumb, like so many Agents
General, to the seductions of London, and
London directorships which have proved so
great a temptation, but returned to your na-
tive country, an.G aglun lper'formecd excellent
work as a member of this Chamber. W"Ie are
sorry for the decision at which you have
arrived, but we are consoled by the fact that
we are not losing your serviebs altogether.
We remember what a strength you were to
the debating capacity of the Council. It is
b-aliasfactory to know that on the floor of this
Chamber you will he able to guide its delib-
erations, and render considerable services by
virtue of your varied experiences and. your
sound judgment and wvise advice. I have to
express my gratitude to you for the assist-
ance that you have rendered to me as Chair-
man of Committees. Since entering upon
that office some years ago I hare 0always
fonti you thoughtful and considerate. You
have rendered me azsistance in many direc-
tions. ] feel sure that whoever is going to
Succeed you will always be able to call upon
you for any assistance that Y-our experience
will enable you to render. We hope you will
have a, lone life as a member of the Council.
Irrespective of youir years, none of uts can
regard you as an old man. Tn many respects
YOU are you1nger1 than many of uts, and I feel
that there is still ahead of you a long career
of usefulness.

HON. J. LWahG (South-West)[60:
I very much regretted to hear of your
resig-nation, Mr. President;. it came as a
great surprise to me. When yon first ocen-
Pied] thle position of President I was Chair-
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man of Committees. I well remember your seemed that you Would like to be oin the
kindness, generosity, and foresight at all
times towvards me. I enjoyed working
under your Presidency. I am sure that all
members thoroughly appreciate the good
work you have done as President. It does
not come to all men -to have such a wonder-
ful life as you have had. Your Lather Wvas
one of the earliest settlers in Western Auis-
tralia, and the name of Wittenooan is one
to conjure with. We know wvhat the public
think of the people who bear that name,
and bow highly -they appreciate you. Not
only from the personal point hut from your
long- and honourable life in Western Aus-
tralia, you have done mucih to advance tile
interests of the State. I sup~pose there is
hardly one industry with which you hav'e
not been connected. It seems that every
industry and everything with which you
have been associated has prospered. You
have risen to the highest position in the in-
dustries, associations and businesses With
which you have been connected. We arc)
proud of the position you occupy, and feel
sorry that you are no longer going to pro-
side over this Chamber. It will fall to the
lot of someone to follow you. I am sure
whoever he may he will have your assist-
ance and kiadly help While you occupy
a seat iii this H-ouse. I am glad that Air.
Macfarlane has given up his seat to you.
It was a very graceful nct on his part, and
one I am sure you will appreciate. I wveil re-
member when you occupied that seat be.
fore, and it would be strange if you occu-
pied any other. For a short time I had
the hionour to lead this House. Whenever
I was in need of assistance it was always
forth'comintg at 'your [tands. Every day
before the House met we discussed matters,
and in every possible way you helped me. I
am glad to have been associated With you ag
President during that tine. I wish you.
long life and great happiness.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [6.13]: As
one of the naughty boys of the Council,I
have _rnt pleasure in supolementing the
remarks that have been made by members.
I thank you for the courtesy and considera-
tion that you extended to me in my early'
day- s in this Chamber, and for the advice
you gave me. In a general sense your de-
narture fromt the Chair will be greatly felt.
I hoape I ala not disrespectful wvhen I siy
that there are times when T discerned in
you the old wvar-horse spirit, when it

floor of the House instead of in the Chair.
ThiatI opportunity will now come to youi
during the next few days. I have alway
contended that, although you have filled the
Chair ably and wvell, as a debater on thc
floor of thle House and as one v ho possessed
it flund of helpful criticism, you filled that
position even better than thle one vou now
occupyv. Though we wvill miss you fromt
the Chair, we shall have the consolation
that thle debating strength, of the Council
will be increased. I al~so wish to express
thle thanks of Mr. Dodd for the manyv
courtesies and kindnesses that you extended
to him.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [6.15]:
1, too, wish to express my regret that you
have decided to vacate the Presidential
Chair. That in your life you have so well
succeeded is anl incentive to other young
men of the country to whomn you have set
a fine example. I feel sure that many 'vWill
try to emulate your example, or Will Make
all effort to follow it and to succeed as voo
have done. Yours has been a great success
I regret that you have come to this deci-
sion, and that you have made it so quietly'
that you have not given us anl opportunity
to p~ersuade you out of it. I feel that we
Would have gone happily throug-h the
session wider your Presidency, and would
rather have seen von in the Chair presidin
over uts. A hearty' welcome will be given
to you when you take your old seat onl the
floor of the House. We shall appreciate
the added debating ability that you will
bri rig to bear upon01 the various important
matters tlhat W~ill be before uts. We have
missed y ou in mninn of our discussionst,
but we shall son haove the benefit of

ourestisce and experience onl the different
netogthat we have to deal with.I

re 'gret that you have made this decision,
but would not attempt to ;dissuade you
from it You have vour own reasons for
takiniz this step, though I am sure every
member regrets that Yo" have taken it-
You will be able to set ti good example oii
the floor of the House, and cheek some of
those who may be deseribrd as the naught'-
boys

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitafl)
r6.i71: i have a sense of deep regret that

.vnl~ evering yourc association With this
Cabras President. I join in the testi-
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mony of appreciation that has been so ably
expressed by previous speakers. The record
of your achievement is such that I do not
think there is any other man in Westeni
Australia who could excel it. It will go
d[own in the history of the public life of the
State. Your record will be set up as an ex-
ample for many others to endeavour to
aspire to. You possess many gracious
and pleasing qualities. There are very few
men wvhom: nature has endowed with so
much geniality of mnanner, and those de-
lightful attributes which have won for you
the highest esteem and appreciation of your
fellow men. We welcome thle fact that we
are not going to lose your services from
this Chamber. Although we may lose you
from the Chair we shall be strengthened by
having you once more on the floor of the
House, where you will he able to devote your
great powers towards further helping for-
ward the destinies of this important State.

THE PRESIDENT [6.20) It would
hardly be truthful to say I amn not
to some extent embarrassed by the many
kind remarks that have been made by mnem-
hers. I am deeply sensible of the kind seal-
timents that have been expressed, and thor-
oug-hly appreciate tEe good feeling that
promptedl them. My resignation has not
been by any' means sudden. I had consid-
ered it at the end of last session. I felt
thcn that 1 "'as getting on in years, and
thoughlt I was entitled to a certain amount
of leisure. I had, therefore, made up my
mind that at the commencement of the ses-
sion I would make room for someone else.
I have to thank you all for the courtesy
with which you have treated me, and for the
deference you have generally paid to my
rulings. There have beCen exceptions to this,
I will admit, but I have to thank you for
the manner in which von have treated me
during the four years that I have bold this
iosition. The other night I was speaking in
reply to a vote of thanks to Parliament, and
expressed my* regret that more young men
were not coming forwanrd into Parliament,
that there was not more fresh blood taking
an interest in the Legislature. I think
changes are good even, as Sir Gilbert Parker
has said, in the seats of the mighty. In
vincatine this position I am leaving it open
to one amongst you to succeed me. There
are several who can do so in a capable
manner. At all events my action leaves it
,.'-er to someone to succeed me, and will

probably also leave open the position of
Chairman of Committees, in which position
some member wvill be able to qualify for the
higher position of President at a later date.
It is pleasant to think that I have met with
your approbation during the time I have
occupied this office. It must be gratifying to
all of us to realise that the reputation en-
joyed by this House stands higher in the
public mind nowv than it ever did. I do not
suggest that the President is responsible
for this, but he cannot help being asso-
ciated with and acquiring a modicum of
refleeted glory. It is satisfactory to know
that the efforts which have been put for-
wvard by this House have been accepted by
the public as an evidence of its desire to
develop the country. This Chamber repre-
sents all classes of the community, and
every kind of political thought. The Hon-
orary Minister has referred to the past.I
have known Mr. Hickey for many years.
He has complimented mie *on my suc-
cess, but I wish to return the compli-
ment mid say how pleased I am to find
him in the position of Leader of the
House to-day, if only for a little while.
I was toni here and all my sympathy is
with, and my thoughts are for, Western~ Aus-
tralia. All I possess-it does not amount
to a very great deal-is in Western Aus-
tralia. I have not a single interest outside,
and I hope to continue living in Western
Australia until I am taken a little further
down towards Fremantle. I am very fond
of the country, and while I am in a position
to leave the State and live in England, Mel-
bourne or Sydney, I prefer to dwell, as the
late Lord Forrest liked to say, "among my
own lpeople." I intend to remain here, there-
fore, wnid I am conveyed elsewhere. Penalit
mie to thank Mr. Macfarlane for the courtesy
lie has extended to me ia allowving me to re-
suome the sent I occupied for many years on
the floor of thellouse. While I will not be able
to fill it as amply as hie does, I will try to do
so with a smiling face such as he is display-
ing at the present moment. I am pleased to
be able to say that, in leaving the Chair, I
do so in most excellent health, so that hon.
members need not accuse themselves of hav-
ing impaired it. I have a record to my
credit in that I have been absent for two
days only on account of ill-health during the
four years I have occupied the position of
President. Of course, I was away for a
few days on most important private busi-
ness, but that business w-as such as does not
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happen very often. With regard to the
presidential position, hon. members are
pleased to think that I have flled it with
satisfaction. I think they may also have
some satisfaction in the way I have repre-
sented them as President in other directions,
and I feel that they have no cause for com-
plaint. As Chairman of the Joint House
Committee hon. members will find that
I leave the affairs of that committee
in a most satisfactory condition. We
have had the help of capable mien on that
committee for years past and it w-ill be
found that the funds have been dealt with
as satisfactorily as hion, members could
hope. I was able to achieve onle of my ob-
jectives, and hon. members bare the satisfac-
tion of knowing that their corridor has been
made as comfortable for them as possible.
With the help of the members of the comi-
mittee, a great improvement has been n ado
there, and I hope later on to take advantage
of those conveniences myself. I thank hon.
members for their kindly remarks. I hope
to be associated with them during the next
two years, and I trust that, with our united
efforts, we will continue to conduct the busi-
ness of the State -with as much advantage in
the future as in the past.

House adjourned at 6. 8 p.m.

legislative Bsmblp,
Thursday, Rth August, 1926.

Questions : Charities flepartmenL-l, State depen-
dentls ; 2, Unemployed relief ..

Migrants deported or repatriated ..
Reilwaya, Meekatharra. stock train .. ..
Water Supply, Daglish estate ..Repurchased estate, Curmmnin-l. Files; 2,

Rents payable ......................
Prison farm, to estabish .............
5usad construction and Commonwealth grant..

Addrrss-in-reply, fourth day............... .
Bill: Supply, £1,913,500, returned.........

PAGE

too
100
100
101

101
101
101
102
130

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)-CHARITIES DE-
PARTMENT.

State Dependants.

.Mr. MARSHALL asked the Hon, J. Cun-
ningham (Honorary Minister):- 1, What
was the total number of children dependent
or partly dependent, on the State, irrespec-
jive of the cause, on the 30th June, 19'20
2,1 What was the total number of adults de-
pendent on the State at the same date?

H1on. J. CUNNINGHAM replied: 1,3,597
children, 2, 1,529 adults.

Unemaployed Relief.

Mr. LATHAM asiked the Ron. J. Cun-
ninghani (Honorary Xtinister) . What
amount was paid through the Charities De-
partment to the unemployed for the respec-
tive months of May, June, and July in the
years 1924, 1925, and 19267

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM replied: 1924-
May, Nil; June, Nil; July, £7 5s. 1925-
May, £717 14s. 3d.; June, £949 17s. 6d.;
July, £1,288 13s. 1926-May, £651 15s. 6d.;
June, £:976 12s.; July, £1,346 4s, 6d. Assist-

ance granted in 1925 and 1926 is due to the
change of policy of granting relief in deserv-
ing cases Which previously had been refused.

QUESTION-KIGRANTS DEPORTED
OR. REPATRIATED.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What numdber of immigrants have
been deported or repatriated from the State
for the five years ended 30th June, 1926? 2,

Whtwere the reasons actuating the Oov-
ernient in taking action in this direction? 31,
What was the total cost involved?7 4, Did the
State carry the whole of the financial obli-
gration for this action! j , If the Common-
wealth Government finanicially assisted the
State in this work, to what extent did they
do so?

The MITNISTER FOR LANDS replied: 1,
175. 2, Migrants were repatriated on medical
reports that they were likely to become per-
mianent. charges on the State. 3, £5,316 8s.
6d, 4, No. 5, £ 2,520 18s. 6d.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS, MEEKA-
THARRA STOCK TRAIN.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Rlailways: 1, Is it his intention to consider
the advisability of giving preference of road
to the special stock train ex Meekatharra in


